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1) Heading of the Part:  Freestanding Emergency Center Code 
 
2) Code Citation:  77 Ill. Adm. Code 518 
 
3) Section Number:  Adopted Action: 
 518.1100   Amendment 
 
4) Statutory Authority:  Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Systems Act [210 ILCS 50] 
 
5) Effective Date of Rules: 
 
6) Does this rulemaking contain an automatic repeal date?  No 
 
7) Does this rulemaking contain incorporations by reference?  No 
 
8) A copy of the adopted rulemaking, including any material incorporated by reference, is 

on file in the agency's principal office and is available for public inspection. 
 
9) Notice of Proposal Published in Illinois Register:  41 Ill. Reg. 15034; December 15, 2017 
 
10) Has JCAR issued a Statement of Objection to this rulemaking?  No  
 
11) Differences between proposal and final version: None 

 
12) Have all the changes agreed upon by the agency and JCAR been made as indicated in the 

agreements issued by JCAR?  Yes  
 
13) Will this rulemaking replace an emergency rule currently in effect?  No  
 
14) Are there any rulemakings pending on this Part?  No  
 
15) Summary and Purpose of Rulemaking:  This rulemaking implements Public Act 99-710, 

which established new requirements for ambulance service to freestanding emergency 
centers.  

 
16) Information and questions regarding this adopted rulemaking shall be directed to: 
 

Elizabeth Paton 
Assistant General Counsel 
Department of Public Health 
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Division of Legal Services 
535 West Jefferson, 5th Floor 
Springfield, Illinois 62761 

 
(217)782-2043 
e-mail:  dph.rules@illinois.gov 

 
The full text of the adopted amendment begins on the next page:  
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TITLE 77:  PUBLIC HEALTH 
CHAPTER I:  DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
SUBCHAPTER f:  EMERGENCY SERVICES AND HIGHWAY SAFETY 
 
PART 518 
FREESTANDING EMERGENCY CENTER CODE 
 
Section  
518.1000 Definitions  
518.1050 Incorporated and Referenced Materials  
518.1100 Freestanding Emergency Center Licensure  
518.1150 Initial Licensure Application  
518.1155 Application for Annual License Renewal 
518.1160 Surveys 
518.1165 Complaints 
518.1200 Emergency Suspension Orders  
518.1250 Violations and Hearings  
518.1300 Governing Board  
518.1350 Provision of Emergency Services  
518.1400 EMS System Participation  
518.1450 Patients' Rights  
518.1500 Language Assistance Services  
518.1550 Personnel Services  
518.1600 Personnel Requirements  
518.1610 Health Care Worker Background Check  
518.1650 Medical Staff Organization  
518.1700 Nursing Services  
518.1750 Accounting  
518.1800 Quality Assurance and Reporting  
518.1850 Orders for Medications and Treatments  
518.1900 Infection Control  
518.1950 Sterilization and Processing of Supplies  
518.2000 Laboratory Services  
518.2010 Radiological Services  
518.2020 Comprehensive Emergency Treatment Services  
518.2030 Notification of Emergency Personnel  
518.2040 Community or Areawide Planning  
518.2050 Disaster and Mass Casualty Program  
518.2060 Emergency Services for Sexual Assault Survivors  



ILLINOIS REGISTER 
 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
 

NOTICE OF ADOPTED AMENDMENT 
 

518.2070 Pharmacy Service  
518.2080 Housekeeping Service  
518.2090 Insect and Rodent Control  
518.2100 Laundry Service  
518.2110 Food Service  
518.2120 Maintenance  
518.2130 Fire Safety  
518.2140 Water Supply  
518.2150 Garbage, Waste and Sewage Handling and Disposal  
518.2160 Submission of Architectural Plans  
518.2170 Preparation of Drawings and Specifications − Submission Requirements  
518.2180 Construction Details  
518.2190 Finishes  
518.2200 Structural Requirements  
518.2210 Mechanical Requirements  
518.2220 Plumbing and Other Piping Systems  
518.2230 Electrical Requirements  
518.2240 Building Requirements  
 
518.ILLUSTRATION A Seismic Zone Map  
518.TABLE A  Piping Locations for Oxygen, Vacuum and Medical Compressed Air  
518.TABLE B  Insulation/Building Perimeter  
518.TABLE C  Minimum Efficiency Reporting Values 
 
AUTHORITY:  Implementing and authorized by Section 32.5 of the Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) Systems Act [210 ILCS 50].  
 
SOURCE:  Adopted at 22 Ill. Reg. 13756, effective July 10, 1998; amended at 24 Ill. Reg. 
14026, effective August 31, 2000; amended at 27 Ill. Reg. 8456, effective May 15, 2003; 
amended at 33 Ill. Reg. 8317, effective June 4, 2009; amended at 34 Ill. Reg. 12207, effective 
August 4, 2010; amended at 42 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________. 
 
Section 518.1100  Freestanding Emergency Center Licensure  
 
a) The Department will license freestanding emergency centers pursuant to the Act and this 
Part.  
 
b) A freestanding emergency center shall meet the following requirements:  
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1) has received a permit from the Health Facilities and Services Review Board to establish a 
Freestanding Emergency Center by January 1, 2015; 
 
2) is located: 
 
A) in a municipality with a population of 50,000 or fewer inhabitants;  
 
B) within 50 miles of the hospital that owns or controls the freestanding emergency center; 
and  
 
C) within 50 miles of the Resource Hospital affiliated with the freestanding emergency 
center as part of the EMS system;   
 
3) is wholly owned or controlled by an Associate or Resource Hospital, but is not a part of 
the hospital's physical plant; 
 
4) meets the standards for licensed FECs, adopted in this Part, including, but not limited to: 
 
A) facility design, specification, operation, and maintenance standards; 
 
B) equipment standards; and 
 
C) the number and qualifications of emergency medical personnel and other staff, which 
must include at least one board certified emergency physician present at the FEC 24 hours per 
day; 
 
5) limits its participation in the EMS System strictly to receiving a limited number of 
patients by ambulance: 
 
A) According to the FEC's 24-hour capabilities; 
 
B) According to protocols developed by the Resource Hospital within the FEC's designated 
EMS System; and  
 
C) As pre-approved by both the EMS Medical Director and the Department; 
 
6) provides comprehensive emergency treatment services, as defined in Hospital Licensing 
Requirements, 24 hours per day, on an outpatient basis; 
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7) provides an ambulance and maintains on site ambulance services staffed with paramedics 
24 hours per day; 
 
8) complies with all State and federal patient rights provisions, including, but not limited to, 
the Emergency Medical Treatment Act and the federal Emergency Medical Treatment and 
Active Labor Act; 
 
9) maintains a communications system that is fully integrated with its Resource Hospital 
within the FEC's designated EMS System; 
 
10) reports to the Department any patient transfers from the FEC to a hospital within 48 
hours after the transfer plus any other data determined to be relevant by the Department; 
 
11) submits to the Department, on a quarterly basis, the FEC's morbidity and mortality rates 
for patients treated at the FEC and other data determined to be relevant by the Department; 
 
12) does not describe itself or hold itself out to the general public as a full service hospital or 
hospital emergency department in its advertising or marketing activities; 
 
13) complies with any other rules adopted by the Department under the Act that relate to 
FECs; 
 
14) passes the Department's site inspection for compliance with the FEC requirements of the 
Act; 
 
15) submits a copy of the permit issued by the Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review 
Board indicating that the facility has complied with the Illinois Health Facilities Planning Act 
with respect to the health services to be provided at the facility; 
 
16) submits an application for designation as an FEC in a manner and form prescribed by the 
Department in this Part; and 
 
17) pays the annual license fee as determined by the Department. (Section 32.5(a) of the Act) 
 
(Source:  Amended at 42 Ill. Reg. ______, effective ____________) 


